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near the settlements of Palma and Leckie, they are tolerably 
common and frequently shot for food. 


168. PROCELLARIA PELAGICA, L.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 74. 

169. ProcELLARIA ocEanica, Kuhl: Id. l c. p. 74. 

Both these Petrels were brought to me by children, cap- 
tured on the sea-shore near Cape-Coast Castle. 


170. Ruyncnors rLAvIRostRIS, V.: Shelley, B. Egypt, 
p. 802, pl. xiv.’ 
One specimen of this bird was shot by me some years ago 


in the lagoons near Lagos. I have also noticed them on the 
Volta. 


VI.—Notes on the Synonymy of some Indian and Persian 
Birds, with Descriptions of two new Species from Persia. 
By W. T. Branrorp, F.G.S., C.M.Z.S., &c. 


Durine a critical examination of the large collections of birds 
made by Major St. John and myself in Persia, I have had 
occasion to compare together several European, Asiatic, and 
African species. Recently I have, in company with Mr. 
Dresser, examined all Hemprich and Ehrenberg’s types, and 
several of Lichtenstein’s, in the Berlin museum; and I have 
also visited the Senkenbergian museum at Frankfort for the 
purpose of comparing some of Ruppell’s typical specimens. 
The results of our joint examination of Hemprich and Ehren- 
berg’s types will appear separately; but as I have, indepen- 
dently of that examination, been able to identify several In- 
dian and Persian birds with European or African forms, I think 
it may be interesting to give some of the principal results, 
reserving all details for a fuller account, which I hope here- 
after to be able to publish, of the Persian fauna. 

The identifications made are chiefly amongst the Warblers 
and their allies; and the following are the most important. 
The oldest specific name is given in larger type in every case. 

1. Crateropus salvadorii, De F. 1865 = Malacocercus nurt- 
TONI, Blyth, 1847, = Chatorhea caudata (partim), Jerdon. It 
is a true Crateropus, as are also Chatorhea (or Malacocercus) 
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caudata, Dum., and C. gularis, Blyth, unless, indeed, the group 
containing Crateropus chalybeus, Bp., C. acacia, Rüpp., &c., 
be removed from the genus (as is done by Gray in his Hand- 
list), in which case they would form a subgeneric section. 
Crateropus huttoni is a well-marked species, fairly distinguish- 
able by both its size and colour from C. caudatus. There is 
a specimen of the former from Candahar in the British Mu- 
seum which agrees with skins obtained by Major St. John 
near Shiraz, the locality of De Filippi’s species. 


2. Melizophilus striatus, Brooks (P. A. S. B. April 1872, 
p. 66), is not a Melzophilus. It has ten tail-feathers only, 
and is an aberrant Drymaca, and identical with D. inquieta, 
Rüpp. Riippell’s figure in the Atlas is so bad that I do not 
wonder at the bird not being recognized. The species, how- 
ever, is very well described by v. Heuglin in ‘The Ibis’ for 
1869, p. 129. The affinities of the bird are shown not only 
by the number of its tail-feathers, but also by its nest, which 
is domed, as in other species of Drymeca (see Ibis, 1872, 
p. 180). 

It appears to me that this bird has far better claims to form 
the type of a separate genus or subgenus than D. gracilis, 
the type of Burnesia ; and I think we should follow Sundevall 
in using for it the term Scotecerca, as he has lately proposed 
in his ‘ Methodi Naturalis Avium disponendarum Tentamen ° 
(p. 7). 

By the kindness of Mr. Tristram I have been enabled to 
examine his types of Drymæca eremita and D. striaticeps. 
The former* is certainly identical with D. inquieta; and I 
much doubt if the latter be more than a variety. It is rather 
paler in colour both above and below; the striz on the throat 
and upper breast are very faint, indeed scarcely to be recog- 


* In the measurements given for D. striaticeps and D. eremita in the 
original descriptions (Ibis, 1859, p. 58, and 1867, p. 76), the length of the 
wing, 2°75 inches, must, I think, be a misprint for 1°75. I make the wing 
in the two specimens of D. eremita lent me by Mr. Tristram measure 1:8 
and 1:85 inch respectively, tail the same in each case as the wing; and in 
the two specimens of D. striaticeps the wing is 1:82 in both birds, tail 1°87 
and 2°02 inches. 
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nized; and the abdomen and flanks are nearly white or only 
pale buff. But all these characters are variable in D. inquieta, 
and Mr. Hume describes a specimen from Sind without striz 
on the chin and throat (‘Stray Feathers, i. p. 201). 


3. The eastern race of the Orphean Warbler, Sylvia JERDONI, 
Blyth (1847), is identical with S. orphea, var. helena, Hempr. 
& Ehr. (1828); and I am inclined to suspect that the type of 
S. crassirostris, Rüpp. (1826), is merely an individual variety, 
in which case Riippell’s name would have priority. The bird 
in the Frankfort museum, however, has a decidedly thicker 
bill. The eastern race is rather larger than S. orphea from 
Western Europe, and has a longer bill, the two races passing 
into each other and breeding together where they meet in 
the Levant, as such closely allied forms generally do. 


4, SYLVIA RUBESCENS, Sp. Nov. 


Inter S. currucam et S. melanocephalam fere media, ab illa 
capite nigrescente, dorso saturatiore, tarsisque valde pal- 


lidioribus, ab hac coloribus omnino dilutioribus, pectore. 


rubescenti-albo, haud cinereo, distinguenda. 
Hab. in Persia, circum Shiraz et Isfahan. 

Male in summer plumage. Head above, with the lores and 
feathers just below the eye, nearly black; ear-coverts dark 
ashy; mantle dark ashy, with a slight brownish tinge; quills 
brown ; tail blackish brown; outer pair of rectrices white, ex- 
cept the basal portion of the inner web; the next two pairs 
tipped white, the white diminishing inwards; but in a newly 
moulted specimen there is a narrow white tip on the fourth 
pair of rectrices (counting from the side). Lower parts white, 
with a well-marked pink tinge, especially on the breast. The 
white of the throat well defined at the edge, and not passing 
into the dusky cheeks. Bill dusky above, pale beneath ; legs 
brown. Wing 2°38 to 2°45 inches; tail 2°15 to 2°3; tarsus 
0:78 to 0°8; culmen 0°49 to 0°53 (bill at front about 0°45). 
First quill scarcely longer than the greater wing-coverts, 1°8 
inch shorter than the third, which is the longest, second quill 
O'l inch shorter than the third and equal to the sixth. 

A specimen from Southern Persia, apparently in winter- 
plumage (the label has been lost), resembles S. curruca more 
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nearly in colour, the back bemg brown and the head only 
blackish towards the forehead; but still the anterior portion 
of the head is darker than in S. curruca, and the tarsi, of 
course, are quite different in colour. 

Young birds are brown above, the tail blackish; the secon- 
dary quills have pale rufous edges; and there is a buff tinge 
on the lower surface. 

It is possible that this may be the bird obtained by Jerdon 
in Southern India, and described by him in his “ Catalogue 
of the Birds of Southern India” (Madras Journ. Lit. and 
Sci. vol. x. p. 268) as S. cinerea. This bird he assigned, 
in his ‘ Birds of India,’ to Blyth’s S. affinis; but as in the first 
description the bill and legs were said to be brown, it may 
have belonged to the present species. 


5. Sylvia nana, H. & E., has been shown to be identical 
with S. delicatula, Hartl. (by Finsch and Hartlaub and by 
v. Heuglin), and with S. dorig, De Filippi (by Salvadori). 
Another synonym I feel satisfied is Salicaria aralensis, Evers- 
mann (Journ. f. Ornith. 1853, p. 286). 


6. Hypolais upcheri, Tristram, is Curruca LaNcuIpA, H. & E. 
I have examined the types of both species, that of the latter 
in the Berlin museum, the former kindly lent to me by Mr. 
Tristram for the purpose. H. languida is a form which has 
been overlooked or confounded with H. eleica by several 
writers *. 


7. The various forms described as Salicaria eleica, Linder- 
mayer, Curruca pallida, Hempr. & Ehr., Sylvia CALIGATA, 
Licht., Sylvia rama, Sykes, and Jerdonia agricolensis, Hume, 
all, I believe, belong to one species, varying much in size and 
slightly in structure, and belonging to the genus Hypolais.. 
The western form, H. rarua, H. & E.,=eleica, Linder- 


* In justice to Mr. Tristram and others who have given new names to 
species formerly described by Hemprich and Ehrenberg, it is only right 
to say that not only is the ‘ Symbolæ Physics’ of the last-named writers 
a rare work, but their descriptions are in many cases insufficient, and that 
the species can only be identified by comparison with the types preserved 
in the Berlin museum. 
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mayer, has a rather broader bill, and is a somewhat larger 
form than H. carreata, Licht., =rama, Sykes, whilst H. 
agricolensis, Hume, is a still smaller race; but all pass, I 
think, into each other so thoroughly that I cannot distinguish 
the diferent forms. The type specimen of Sylvia caligata 
has, I believe, the bill distorted or altered. 


8. Acrocephalus brunnescens, Jerdon, is identical with Cur- 
ruca STENTOREA, H. & E. 


9. ERITHACUS HYRCANUS, Sp. nov. 

E. affins E. rubecule, sed pectore rufo saturatiore, supracau- 
dalibus ferrugineis, fronte rufa latiore et rostro longiore 
distinguendus. 

Hab. in provincia, Persicé hodierné Ghilan dicta (anticè Hyr- 
caniæ parte) ad littus meridionale maris Caspii. 

Colour above umber-brown, more or less tinged with oli- 
vaceous ; upper tail-coverts dull ferruginous; tail-feathers 
rufous-brown, the outer webs having a strong rusty tinge to- 
wards the base; quills and wing-coverts umber, the margins 
rather paler and more rufous; forehead, with the anterior 
portion of the region above the eyes, sides of neck below the 
ear-coverts, throat, and breast rich ferruginous red, deeper 
than in E. rubecula; lower breast and abdomen white; under 
tail-coverts isabelline ; sides of abdomen, flanks, and thigh- 
coverts pale rufescent olive. 

This is a well-marked race of the Common Redbreast, pe- 
culiar, so far as I know, to the forest country on the southern 
shores of the Caspian. EH. hyrcanus is easily distinguished 
from Æ. rubecula by its more deeply coloured breast, and es- 
pecially by the upper tail-coverts and edges of the tail-feathers 
near their base being deep ferruginous instead of olive. 


10. I quite agree with Mr. Hume (‘Stray Feathers,’ i. 
p. 189) that Ruticilla phenicuroides, Moore, is identical with 
R. rnuriventris, Vieill.; but R. erythroprocta, Gould, which 
Mr. Hume also unites with R. rufiventris, appears to be dis- 
tinct, as in the former the black colour comes lower down 
the breast, and all the under wing-coverts are black, whilst 
in R. rufiventris they are chiefly red. R. semirufa, HASSET 
is a small race of R. rufiventris. 
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11. I believe that R. rufogularis, Moore, is probably the 
same as R. ERYTHRONOTA, Eversm. Unfortunately the type spe- 
cimen of the former is inaccessible at present, being amongst 
the collection formerly belonging to the East-India Company ; 
and I have been unable hitherto to see Eversman’s description 
of R. erythronota, there not being a copy of the work in which 
it is described (Addenda ad Pall. Zoog. Rosso-As., Fasc ii.) 
in the British Museum, the Zoological Society’s library, or 
in any private library to which I have access*. 


12. Davras marzi (Severtzov). 

Luscinia hafizi, Sev., Turkestanskie Jevotnie, p. 120. 
“ Bulbul,” Persicè. 

D. a peraffini D. luscinia (vel Luscinia vera) cauda semi- 
pollice longiore atque magis rotundata distinguenda. 
Notæum vero plerumque minus rufum et gastræum pal- 
lidius quam in specie Europza; sed specimina quædam 
ex Persia allata cum Europæis colore congruunt. Long. 
ale maris 3°4-3°5, caudæ 2°9-3°05, feminæ al. 3°25, 
caud. 2°87 poll. Angl. 

The Persian Nightingale, the true Bulbul of the Persians 
(no connexion of the Pycnonoti, to which the same name is 
applied by the natives of India), appears to differ constantly 
from the European bird in its longer and more rounded tail. 
The plumage is, as a rule, rather less rufous above and paler 
below, especially on the throat and breast; but some Persian 
specimens agree fairly in colour with their western repre- 
sentatives. The song of the Persian bird, as Major St. John 
pointed out to me, and as had previously been noticed by Mr. 
Blyth (Ibis, 1867, p. 18), differs greatly from that of the Eu- 
ropean Nightingale. It is shorter and less varied. 

I believe this is the bird which Severtzov has called Zus- 
cinia hafizi, because Herr Meves, of Stockholm, showed me 
a Turkestan specimen received from Severtzov. Severtzov’s 


* [I possess one livraison of this work (the 3rd), which was given me 
by the late Prince Charles Bonaparte. I was told by him that the scarcity 
of the book was occasioned by the copies having been destroyed by a fire 
shortly after publication. Further information on this point and as to 
where a perfect copy may be consulted, would be very acceptable to— 
P.L.S.] 
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work is entirely in Russian, and abounds in errors of nomen- 
clature, so that I cannot be quite certain. No better name 
for the Persian Nightingale could well be selected than that 
which commemorates the great poet of Shiréz. A still larger 
form of Nightingale from Turkestan has been recently de- 
scribed by Dr. Cabanis as L. golzii (Journ. f. Ornith, 1873, 

p. 79). 

13. Saxicola kingi, Hume, is apparently identical with S. 
curysopyera, De Filippi. . 


14. I agree with Mr. Hume in considering Lanius arena- 
rius, Blyth, the same as L. isabellinus, H. & E. 

15. Emberiza cerruti, De Filippi (1865, Viaggio in Persia, 
p. 13, note) is E. nurroni, Blyth (1849). E. shah (Bon. 
Consp. Gen. Av. 1. p. 465), to which Gray, in his Hand-list, 


refers E. cerrutii, appears to me to be the Persian form of E. 
hortulana. 


16. The pale Eagle Owl from Kuli, noticed by Mr. Hume 
in ‘Stray Feathers’ (vol. i. p. 315), and for which, if con- 
sidered distinct, he proposes the name of Bubo hemachalana, 
is very probably the same as B. sibiricus, Eversmann, figured 
in Gray’s ‘Genera of Birds’ (pl. xiii.) under the name of B. 
cinereus. Itmay probably be separable as a distinct race from 
B. maximus, and appears to have a wide range in Asia. I 
have a specimen shot by Major St. John near Shiraz, in 
Persia. Its occurrence in the Himalayas is mentioned by 
Sclater, P. Z. S. 1860, p. 99, and again in the Appendix to Jer- 
don’s ‘ Birds of India’ (vol. ii. p. 870). 


VII.—Remarks on the Birds of Juan Fernandez and Mas-a- 
fuera. By Evwyn C. Rup, of the National Museum of 
Santiago. 

J HAVE just read an interesting article by Mr. Sclater in ‘The 

Ibis’ for 1871, on the land-birds of Juan Fernandez and 

Masa-a-fuera, and wish to make a few observations upon it. 
These islands, of volcanic origin, are situated, the former 

380, and the latter 450 miles from the coast of Chili. 
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